
1) What is IRIS? 
 

Instruments for Research Into Second Languages 
 

IRIS is: 
¶ a huge repository of material for collecting data 

¶ contains tools for a wide range of research areas 

¶ online and freely accessible  

¶ easily searchable by author, instrument type,  

 research area, languages, date, etc. 

¶ independent, sustainable and transparent 
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www.iris-database.org 
iris@iris-database.org  

4) IRIS statistics  

Since IRIS was launched in 2012: 

1400 instruments held on IRIS 

15000 downloads (over 5000 in 2016 alone) 

Over 29000 hits 

161 journals 

109 types of  

instrument 

Over 30 L2s 

Over 60 L1s 

2) Why use IRIS? 

1. Transparency and sharing  

2. Impact 

3. Visibility and evaluation facilitating replication  

4. Quality of meta-analyses and methodological syn-
thesis and review 

5. Upload, search, download and request instruments. 

3) Example instruments  

       B) Self-paced reading stimuli A) Picture description 

Philp & Iwashita (2013) 

5) Developments and challenges 
 

NEW! Special GJT and SPR collections on IRIS.  

NEW! Open Science badges and IRIS 

IRIS NEEDS YOU, always!  
Under represented areas:  

¶ Learning theories: processability theory, efficiency driven 
processor, attention blocking, socio-cultural perspectives 

 

¶ Methodological approaches: ΨpromptsΩ used in qualitative 
research, stimuli for ERP studies 

 

¶ Research areas: CALL; teacher education; intervention  
 materials; task-based activities; figurative language 
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Top 10 instrument types by download

Facilitating Research : The IRIS Database  

Jiang (2004) 

C) Preposition priming task (Conroy & Antón-Méndez, 2015) 
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IRIS advisory board: C. Kramsch, T. Fitzpatrick, T. McManara, 

C. Harsh, C. Lambert, P. K. Matsuda, C. Jackson, D. Mellor, N. 

Ziegler, J. Grandfelt, F. Boers, R. Schoonen, A. Mizumoto, A. 

Tremblay, P. Duff, M. Paquot, S. Gass, M. Melone, L. Ortega, 

A. Révész, R. Slabakova,  J. Limin 

For more information check out the new IRIS FAQs on the website 


